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Regulation 14 Public Consultation Notice

In accordance with Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012,
Part 5, 14(a)-(c) notice is hereby given that a formal pre -submission public
consultation on the Draft Pembridge Neighbourhood Development

Plan will start at 8.00 a.m. on Friday 11th Aug ust 2017 for a period of
6 weeks ending at 12.00 a.m. on Monday 25 ' September 2017

Pembridge Neighbourhood Development Plan has been developed to help deliver the
local community's requirements and aspirations for the plan period up to 2031. The
Plan has been created through listening to the views of Parish residents.

The Plan will provide a means of guiding, promoting and enabling balanced and
sustainable change and growth within the designated area of Pembridge Parish.

Comments are invited comments on the Draft Plan. All responses received will be
considered by the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group and subsequently the Parish
Council to inform a revised version of the Plan. The revised version of the Plan will
then be submitted to Herefordshire Council, as the local planning authority, for
examination by an independent examiner.

The Draft Plan may be viewed at http://www.pembridgeparishcouncil.gov.uk/#p=NDP
or be emailed to residents on request to rebeccabissdl.pembpc@gmail.com

Paper copies of the Plan can be viewed at
Steppes or The Café on Bridge Street during their opening times and may be
borrowed from the Parish Clerk, Firbanks, Lyonshall, Kington, HR5 3LN.

You should comment in writing and a comment sheet is available should you wish to
use this. You can post your comments, email them or deposit any comment
sheets/letter s in a collection box at locations where the plan can be viewed.

Comments can be scanned and emaled to: rebeccabissell.pembpc@agmail.com

Posted responses should be sent to Parish ClerkParish Clerk, Firbanks, Lyonshall,
Kington, HR5 3LN.
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1. Introduction

1.1  Pembridge Neighbourhood Development Plan (the NDP is a new type of planning
document introduced by the Localism Act of 2011. It enables local communities to make a
major contribution to some of the planning decisions that will be needed to meet the
requirements for development within their areas .

1.2 Pembridge Parish Council hasagreed to prepare a NDP and made a formal submission to
Herefordshire Council to designate the Parish as a Neighbourhood Plan Area under the
Localism Act 2011 0on 5™ July 2012, with the intention of preparing this NDP. Following a
consultation period this was approved on 28" August 2012. This draft NDP has been
prepared following the adoption of Herefordshire Local Plan Core Strategy by Herefordshire
Council on 16" October 2015.

Map 17 Pembridge Neighbourhood Plan Area
s *4""\5j;1_;‘,_,,": » w;;‘:{ el 1 o & P i Y J .

W e fn Herefordshire
© Crown copyright and database rights (2015) Ordnance Survey34068

1.3 This draft NDP has been prepared based on the evidence gathered from a range of sources
in relation to the Plan, a parish questionnaire survey' undertaken during September 2014
informed in particular by comments gained during an open day in July 2016, and a parish
consultation event on objectives and policy directions held in at Pembridge Show during

1 See Evidence Base Bembridge Parish Council website unbeS A 3 K6 2 dzNK22 R tf Iy F2NJ 6KS wSa
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July 2016. The evidence utilised includes that used as the basis for Herefordshire Local Plan

Core Strategy and other information arising from issues raised during the work of the

Steering Group. The Neighbourhood Planis considered to meet the requirement to comply

with the broad criteria for sustainable development within Government6 s Nat i on al F
Policy Framework (NPPF) and also with HerefordshireLocal PlanCore Strategy.

14 Policies and proposals ar e s @EM(ceufor PEMbridgghi s d
These will become part of the development plan guiding what might receive planning
permission as well as indicating what measures are to be promoted to guide new
development.

1.5 The plan has been prepared by Pembridge Neighbourhood Plan Seering Group and
approved by Pembridge Parish Council for consultation with the local community and other
stakeholders.

Community Involvement

1.6  Pembridge Parish Council established a Steering Group to prepare the Neighbourhood Plan
which first met on 9 " October 2012. This included members from the community as well as
parish councillors. Pembridge Parish Council had previously prepareda Parish Planin 2012
and an initial Open Day was held to both inform residents about the plan and to identify
issues that might be covered. A general household questionnaire was circulated within the
Parishduring August and September 2014. The response tother e s i dgeestiormdire
was 35%. Working groups were established to consider aspects of the plan.

1.7  The Steering Group comprised members both from the Parish Council and the wider
community, and a flexible approach was taken in relation to its membership . All Steering
Group meetings were open to the public who could contribute as they wished.

1.8 The Steering Group has written these policies with professional support from Data Orchard
and in consultation with Her ef or dshire Council 6s Neighbour

Background to the  Plan Area

2.1  Work to prepare Herefordshire Council Local Core Strategyincluded the collection of a wide
range of information that was included as an evidence base and which has been useful to
the preparation of this N DP. It has been supplemented by further information collected by
the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group; primarily from the community itself through a
resident® questionnaire and community consultation.

2.2 The Parish of Pembridge covers a substantial rural area within west Herefordshire upon the
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2.3

2.4

A44 primary distributor route midway between the market towns of Kington and
Leominster. The A44 route passes through the village of Pembridge, which sits upon the
eastern edge of the Parish. The County town of Hereford lies to the south east and within
relatively easy reach.

Figure 1- Pembridge Primary School

Its People and the Community

Pembridge Parish had a population of 1056 at the 2011 Census, an increase of nearly 70
people since 2001 (985). This represents steady growth upon its 1991 population of 909. It
sits within the Arrow Ward and the 2011 Census shows the agestructure for this ward had
a slightly higher proportion of elderly people present compared to the County as a whole.
Correspondingly, the proportion of young adults was lower , as was the proportion of
children of school age. The trend towards an older population appears to have increased
further since 2011. Herefordshire itself had a higher proportion of elderly people compared
to England and Wales as a whole. The village of Pembridge is the only settlement of any
size and contains around half of the parish population. There is an extensive rural
hinterland in the parish stretching north, west and south of Pembridge and containing a
number of hamlets and small groups of houses such as Lower Broxwood, Marston, Weston,
Bearwood and Lower Bearwood Boundary changes occured after 1981 resulting in a
notable population increase. Home ownership accounts for approximately 9 out of 10
homes.

A variety of employment generating uses are present in and around Shobdon Airfield which
straddles Pembridge and Shobdon Parishes. The Airfield remains an important employment
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area containing storage and distribution, intensive livestock, manufacturing

and leisure activities. It was previously a location for mineral extraction with sand and

gravel. In addition, Agriculture is still an important employer. The historic character of

Pembridge also draws a number of tourists to the area. However, more than half of the
Parishodéds adult popul ation describe themselve
22% of adults to be self -employed, around 20% employed full time and 10% employed

part time.

Pembridge Village

2.5 Like the Parish, Pembridge village is located about midway between Leominster and Kington
on the A44, a major traffic route into Wales. The village has developed mainly along the
main road and around the minor roads running from Shobdon to the north and Dilwyn to
the south. It was an important market town in medieval times and most of its fine buildings
were constructed during this period. However, competition from Kington and Leominster
prevented its expansion, which, although limiting to its prosperity, has left the settlement
almost intact as a medieval village. On first appearance, the village appears to show little
change with new development sitting to the rear of traditional frontages or set back
behind high hedges. Pembridge village possesses a reasonableange of facilities and
services for a rural area. These include a Village Hall with associated car park, Market Hall,
Church and associated churchyard and separate bell tower, village greens and Millennium
Meadow with play equipment, a public car park with associated visitor toilets, village
Primary School and Pre-school, several shops and public houses and a restaurant. The
village Primary School, founded in 1866, serves the area comprising not only Pembridge
Parish but also Staunton on Arrow, Titley and some of Eardisland Parish.It currently has a
roll of 85 children. The catchment school for secondary education is Lady Hawkins in
Kington. The village also has a public sewer.

Pe mbr i digseHistory and Heritage

2.6 Pembridge is arguably the best preserved MedievalVillage in England. It was first
mentioned in the Domesday book, where it is stated that Earl Harald held it , although the
Manor of Pembridge later changed hands falling to the control of the de Pennebrugge
family. A moat and mound sit behind the church, where once Pembridge Castle stood
although all that remains of the building are some remnants of the foundations and stone
walls following a site excavation. Most of the black and white houses in the village date
from the 15th century and evidence suggests there was a major period of house building
between 1425 and 1525. The many old cottages, in their black and white livery and
crooked and weathered beams, still stand out from the ir later additions. In its hey-day
Pembridge was a busy market town, with a population twice that which currently inhabits
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the Parish as a whole. It was first granted a charter for a market and two fairs in 1239,
and a market has been held there ever since. The early 16th century Market Hall still
stands in the centre of the village, having been restored in 2005. The majority of the
black and white houses along the main street date from the 15th and 16th century, when
Pembridge was atitsmost prosperous. Pembri dgeosas@ar ox i |
magnet for English wool merchants who came to trade with the Welsh and the village
flourished as a trading centre. Subsequently, as there was less confrontation along the
borderPe mbr i dge ds advfawet leadirg $ itdhgeadual mexline. Although the
houses from its heyday have remained, its prosperity has dwindled with the effects of this
being very visible through the two sets of 17th century Alms Houses, which were built for
the relief of the poor.

Figure2 - West End Farm, Pembridge 2y S 2F (KS @At f 1 3SQa Ylye [Aal

27 The majority of the Parishdéds many Listed Bui
and around its Market Hall, reflecting its significant retained history and forming a particular
visual character. The village has many fine buildings including St. Mary's Church with its
unusual detached Bell Tower, the Market Hall and New Inn. The importance of this
character and appearance is reflected in the fact that the village was one of the first
villages within the County to be designated a Conservation Area in 1974. For some time, it
was considered one of the top 50 conservation areas within England. It encompasses a
wide area outside the village because the landscape setting is equally important in defining
the character of Pembridge. Unfortunately, and despite its significance, no character
appraisal has been preparedfor this Conservation Area. As a consequence no list of locally
important buildings is available although the significance of many in terms of their group
value needs to be recognised.
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2.8 There are also a significant number of Listed Buildings within the Parish located outside of
Pembridge village and a number of these are associated with historic farmsteads and
hamlets. Some 18 historic farmsteads are recorded within the Parish through work
undertaken by Herefordshire Archaeology for the Herefordshire Historic Farmstead Project.

2.9 There are four Scheduled Ancient Monuments within the Parish. The most extensive is the
Rowe Ditch which runs north-south to the north west of Pembridge village . The moat and
mound behind the Parish Church is also an important monument. The others are the Bowl
Barrow south-east of Milton Cross and the Dovecot at Luntley Court.

2.10 No Listed Building, Scheduled Monument or the Conservation Areais included on Historic
Engl andds Heritage at Ri sk Register.

2.11 A good network of public footpaths criss-crosses the parish and offers opportunities to
continue in all directions including along the River Arrow as far as Eardisland to the east. To
the west this route leaves the Arrow on the Parish border and continues on to Staunton on
Arrow, Stansbatch and Titley, linkingwi t h t he Of fads Dyke Trail

2.12 No areas of derelict land have been identified, or areas of land suitable for regeneration.
The extent of brownfield land has not been surveyed, but is understood to be limited.

The Natural Environment within the Parish

2.13 The land within the parish rises up to the north and south of the River Arrow , which flows
west-east through the Parish. To the north of the Arrow the incline is gentle and hardly
noticeable at first then more discernible beyond Shobdon Airfield to its north -west. To its
south, it is slightly more pronounced, particularly rising fro m the river to Pembridge village.

The rolling landscape to the south is cut by a number of streams that eventually flow into

the Arrow. The Arrow has an extensive floodplain primarily to the north of the A44 |

although its tributary streams are also prone to flood adjoining land to varying degrees.

The areas of the Parish that are considered to be at risk of flooding according to the
Environment Agencyds Fl obd Map are shown in

2.14 The majority of agricultural land within the Parishis either Grade 2 (Very Good) or Grade 3
(Good to Moderate); the latter being along the Arrow valley and its tributaries. There are a
few small pockets of Grade 1 land (Excellent). There are no areas within the Parish
identified as mineral reserves that should be safeguarded.

2.15 The Parish encompassesprincipally two landscape types according to Herefordshire
Council 6s Landsc ape.S@hfwantgparts ef the Paksk aresidemtifeed ds
either drincipal Settled Farmlando rPringipal Timbered F a r m| .dmadiditidon, small
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2.16

2.17

2.18

compartments of ORiverside Meadowsd (to east

located along the banks of the River Arrow.

As the title suggests, Principal Settled Farmlandsare settled agricultural landscapes with
dispersed scattered farms and small villages and hamlets served by small winding lanes.
Tree cover is limited and thinly dispersed along hedgerows and streams and around
dwellings. The scale of the field pattern is important as is the nature and density of
settlements. In terms of the impact development may have on this landscape type, the
hedgerow pattern, which is the most significant feature of this landscape, and tree cover
should be retained or strengthened. Previous attempts to accommodate development
pressures have resulted in an uncharacteristic nucleated or clustered settlement pattern.
This pattern is considered capable of accommodating only limited new development with
that in villages and hamlets needing to be modest in size to preserve settlement character.
This landscape type is predominantly in the east of the Parish and the village of Pembridge
sits within it.

Principal Timbered Farmlands often comprise deteriorating landscapeswhere pressures to
convert to arable land use is resulting in the loss and fragmentation of hedgerows and tree
cover. Associated development pressures have resulted in new dwellings that do not
respect the characteristic settlement pattern which is frequen t roadside dwellings and
farmsteads set among winding lanes. New dwellings should generally avoid clusters. The
emphasis should be upon conserving, restoring and enhancing tree cover and hedgerows,
in particular along roadsides, streams and in other non-farmed locations. The hamlets of
Bearwood and Broxwood fall within this landscape type.

Wet Pasture Meadows are flat, low-lying and largely uninhabited landscapes with poor
drainage and wetlands resulting from the collection of water from surrounding hills. As a
consequence they have in the past been protected from change and remained as pastoral
land. However, they are vulnerable to changing agricultural practices through improved
drainage. They are generally unsettled landscapes Notwithstanding th at, the hamlet of
Marston is shown within this landscape type. Riverside Meadows are linear riverine
landscapesassociated with a flat, generally well defined, alluvial floodplain, and in places
framed by steeply rising ground. They are characterised by meandering tree-lined rivers
flanked by riverside meadows that are defined by hedges and ditches. Settlement is
typically absent and the landscape accommodates a degree of annual flooding. Where built
development has been undertaken, the resulting risk of flooding has often been overcome
by the construction of uncharacteristic structures such as bunds, flood walls or flood relief
channels. The sense of unity in these landscapes relies heavily on extensive views along the
length of river corridors. Built development within them is to be discouraged. No
settlements exist within this landscape type within the Parish.
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2.19 The Parish isrich in biodiversity, although only has one nationally designated site which is
Mosely Common, a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) to the west of Pembridge. Its
condition is considered to be unfavourable but recovering. The River Arrow is a tributary of
the River Lugg which is an SSSI and also a Special Area of ConservatiofSAC) That r i
condition is considered to be unfavourable and the Environment Agency has prepared a
Nutrient Management plan to address concerns, particularly in relation to its phosphate
levels. The Environmental Scoping report prepared as a supporting document to the NDP
identified 12 Special Wildlife Sites (SNSs) within the Parish.Her ef or ds hi re Cour
Ecological Network Map emphasises the biodiversity corridors alongnot only the River
Arrow but also the redundant railway line that crosses the P arish from east to west just to
the north of Pembridge village. The two corridors cross each other at a point just to the
north of Mosely Common and their buffer zones overlap. Extensive areas of lesser
ecological corridors and stepping stones create an integrated network across the Parish.
Hedgerows and some small areas of woodland add to the varied patchwork landscape.

2.20 The area surrounding Broxwood Court in the south of the Parish is an English Heritage
Registered Historic Park and Garden Grade Il. There are also two unregistered parks and
gardensi at Moor Court and Court of Noke identified by Herefordshire and Worcestershire
Gardens Trust.

2.21 Pembridge village is served by a public sewer and Waste Water Treatment Works
(WwWTWSs).

3. Issues and Options

3.1 The background information above provides an initial basis for further exploratory work
undertaken to inform the plan. In addition , Herefordshire Local Plan Core Strategy prepared
by Herefordshire Council has an extensive evidencebase. Some of this evidence base has
already been used to describe local conditions, including the local environment, and will
also be referred to where necessary and relevant to issues which this plan seeks to
address. Other sources of information have also been explored where necessary.

3.2 Inaddition,t he residentsd survey has provided vall
upon the level of housing development the community considers appropriate within the
Parish.

3.3 Arange of social, economic and environmental issues has been identified as of particular
concern in formulating this NDP and require greater analysisi housing, the local economy,
community facilities, local environment, and highway and transportation issues although
other matters are also addressed.
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3.4

3.5

3.6

3.7

3.8

3.9

Meeting Housing Need

Pembridge Parish falls within Kington Housing Market Area defined in Herefordshire Local
Plan Core Strategy. The purpose of this definition is to suggest a minimum target for new
housing which the Parish should seek to accommodate. This growth is 12% based on the
number of dwellings within the Parish at 2011. This equates to a minimum of 6 1 dwellings.
However, between 2011 and 2016 some 5 houses were constructed and a further 11
dwellings received planning permission. One further dwelling received planning permission
after March 2016 and consequently the minimum target remaining to be provided through
the NDP is44 dwellings. The intention should be for the NDP to plan positively for
development and not to restrict unnecessarily the provision of housing.

When residents were surveyed about the level of housing that might be provided , around
half considered the proportional growth to be about right while 22% felt it was too much
and 17% not enough.

Past trends suggesta minimalnu mber of rwural o6windfallé dwe
open countryside) might be expected.

Residentsviews upon where houses should be located appeared to be flexible although the
strongest support was given to determining location upon individual merits. Nevertheless,
there was also a notable majority of those expressing a view that housing ought to be close
to Pembridge and a small level of support for such development within outlying hamlets .
Residents did, however, consider that any new housing developments should be small in
scale. Herefordshire Local Plan Core Strategy requires nost proposals for new dwellings to
be located within or adjacent to the built -up area of Pembridge village. Some windfall
development can however take place in the countryside under its policy RA3.

Sites that landowners would be willing to make available and would contribute towards
meeting the housing requirement were identif
Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA)
Her ef or ds hi($HLAATIdentified iwb arems where constraints were minor. Both

sites were submitted by landowners and the assessment suggests they would in

combination accommodate 27 dwellings. Three other sites submitted are indicated to have
significant constraints and a further five to have no potent ial.

Aninital6cal | for sitesé resul t e,fwhichfosireveren ar e as
relatively small sites within or on the edge of the current settlement boundary. The three

remaining were all at the south -west end of the village. Subsequenty, a proactive approach

was taken with owners of land surrounding the edge of the village being approached to

determine whether they wishe d their land to be considered for development. This

combination of approaches was usedto identify sites that were assessed for inclusion in

the NDP. All sites previously identified by Herefordshire Council through its Strategic
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Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) werencluded within this approach.
Appendix 3 contains an analysis of the sites presented.

3.10 Residents supported the need for more open market housing (61%). The forms of
affordable housing that were considered most appropriate were for intermediate homes 2
(37%) and shared ownership (34%). There was considered to be no need for social rented
housing. However, in all instances there were significant proportions that did not express a
view.

311 The residentsdé survey and subsequent consul't
concern that new dwellings should be well designed, reflect local character, be within local
infrastructure constraints, assists local community cohesion, support local facilities and
achieve high levels of sustainability®.

Supporting Economic Development

3.12 As arural parish Pembridge is 15 minutes from Kington and Leominster and is within easy
commuting distance of Hereford, Ludlow, Bromyard and Hay-on-Wye. Nevertheless, it does
contain a range of businesses both within its village and across the Parish. It shares
Shobdon Aiffield (comprising a range of employment sites on its periphery) with Shobdon
Parish although only the Kingspan complex? at its south-west corner lies within Pembridge
Parish Thisis however,by f ar the biggest of the afirfiel
industrial buildings and the one in the best condition . Kingspan is a major employer
attracting employees from a wide area with only around 7% of its nearly 350 employees
(2016) being Parish residents. It provides a wide range of semi-skilled, skilled, technical,
service and managerialwork. Her ef or dshire Council 6s Empl oyn
however highlight the w idth of surrounding roads as creating potential issues for HGV
access /potential for heavy congestion at peak periods. A number of smaller scale
enterprises and employers, in a range of sectors including leisure, retail, technology and
professional services arelocated in rural buildings across the Parish

3.13 There are also a range of predominantly service related jobs within Pembridge village of
which the village school is the most significant employer. Self-employment is significant
with nearly one quarter of those working falling within this category and including work in

2 Homes made available for sale below market value to eligible households. The resale of these homes would be restricted by
legal covenant to ensure resale values remain discounted in perpetuity anettupants are eligible e.g. through local

connection For other definitions of affordable housing see note 10.

3 The UK Sustainable Development Strat8gguring the Futur@ S 2 dzi FTA PGS WIdzZARAYy 3 LINRA Yy OA LK
living withinthe pl SG Qa SYQ@ANBYYSy Gttt fAYAGAT Syad2NAy3a || adNRy3I: K
promoting good governance; and using sound science responsibly.

4 See Site 68 in Herefordshire Employment Land Study 26@t://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/planningnd-building
control/planningpolicy/locatplan-evidencebase/employmentiand-study-2012
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the service sector, construction, Agriculture and tourism. Working from home is therefore
notable requiring appropriate supporting infrastructure, in particular broadband.

3.14 Agricultural and tourism activities are also significant within the Parish with potential for
further growth or development . Agricultural diversification has generally been supported,
examples of which include at least 4 proposals involving anaerobic digestion. Although
contributing little in terms of employment, they represent local support for both
diversification and sustainable energy generation. A local issue however is whether the
capacity for such measures to be accommodated within the Parish has been reached. There
are currently no known pressures for new employment land to be found within the Parish
although a number of business people living and working in the Parish have suggested they
would wish to expand or diversify within it. In terms of obstacles planning issues are seen
as the greatest hindrance. The unsuitability of buildings was also highlighted.

3.15 The need to protect good quality agricultural land is recognised as important for the
retention of the existing pattern of land -use and to support farming and other associated
agricultural enterprises.

3.16 Facilitating improved and faster broadband servicesis seen as essential.Increased traffic
on rural roads, noise and environmental impact are factors that need to be considered and
mitigated when trying to accommodate employment proposals.

Meeting Community, Social and Health Needs

3.17 The recent loss of the village surgery highlights the need for efforts to support and protect
local services and facilities. The village primary school has a declining roll and support is
needed towards efforts aimed at attracting more pupils; this might i nclude enabling the
further development of pre-school facilities. There is recognition that the market towns of
Kington and Leominstercangener al |l y meet the communityads
beyond those available within Pembridge village. The absence of facilities for young people
has been highlighted throught h e r e sonsukationh. & degree to which housing
growth will support existing facilities or produce pressure for additional, improved or
enhanced facilities is unknown.

3.18 The public rights of way network is important to both the health of the local community
and for tourism. The Parish is committed to its maintenance and enhancementand new
development should contribute towards this.

Protecting the Local Environment

3.19 The ability to accommodate development withint h e P aenvirosrheatal constraints is
considered a significant issue There are a range of such constraints that apply either
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across the plan area as a whole or within its parts . The majority of new development is to
take place within or adjacent to Pembridge village.

3.20 The maintenance and reinforcementofthe Par i s h 6 s clhaected and i patural
environment are important considerations when determining whether, and how, new
development should be accommodated. Residents rated visual appearance, protecting and
enhancing existing features, effect on the wider landscape, and good design and
landscaping the highest in terms of the all factors to be considered. The need for design to
reflect local style, proportion, detail and scale also rated highly .

3.21 The natural beauty, amenity and wildlife value of the Arrow Valley is highlighted as a
particular asset. The River Arrow flows into the River Lugg to the south of Leominster
where it is an SSSI and just before it achieves Special Area of Conservation status(as part
of the River Wye SAC) The River Lugg is in an unfavourable condition and measures to
ensure its improvement might be affected by water quality within the River Arrow.

3.22 More generally the ecological network throughout the Parish comprises a range of locally
important sites and features comprising corridors and stepping stones, including such
features as hedgerows, water courses, tree-lines and traditional land use areas including
old-growth meadows, commons and ponds. These need to be protected and strengthened.

3.23 Another critical constraint that affects Pembridge village in particular is the location and
extent of land falling within Flood Risk Zones 2 and 3 defined by the Environment Agency®.
This skirts the northern edge of the village and is quite extensive across the northern part
of the Parish. It restricts development in that direction where it might fall within the flood
plain. The extent to which climate change® may increase flooding within this area is
currently unknown but would need to be part of more detailed flood risk assessments
should development in or close to the flood risk areas be contemplated.

3.24 The condition of the River Wye SAC is not mnsidered to be favourable and concerns have
been expressed about high levels of phosphate that affect its water quality and
subsequently its ecological status. Point source pollution from Wastewater Treatment
Works (WwTWSs) is understood to be a significant contributory factor. It is understood
works to Pembridge WwTWs are necessary and the funding for this will be considered by
Welsh Water/Dwr Cymru under its AMP7 process for 20202025. However, it is also
understood that the growth anticipated for Pembridge village can potentially be accepted.
It may, however, be appropriate to take a precautionary approach to ensure phasing of
development should there be any temporary limit on the ability to accommodate
development across the catchment. There are some local concerns over the ability of the

S http://maps.environment
agency.gov.uk/wiyby/wiybyController?topic=floodmap&layerGroups=default&lang=_e&ep=map&scale=7&x=531500&y=18150(
6 See National Planning Policy Framework paragraph 100

" See Herefordshire Water Cycle Addendum, February 2015
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3.25

3.26

public sewer to accommodate development although this does not appear to have
presented any problems in terms of pollution.

© Crown copyright and database rights (2015) Ordnance Survey34088

Figure 3 - Environment Agency Flood Map (Light Blue = Zone 2; Dark Blue = Zone 3)

The absence of a character appraisal for Pembridge Conservation Areaproduced by
Herefordshire Council to provide constructive support to the NDP is unfortunate. This would
have provided an appropriate context for developing proposals that would achieve th e
requirement to preserve or enhance the character and appearance of the conservation
area. Previously some areas were protected from development in order to safeguard the
character of the Conservation Area, the setting of the Church and Scheduled Ancient
Monument and to prevent backland or tandem development. The village is visible
principally from the A44 and this route has a significant impact on its environ ment. Bearing
in mind the Conservation Area designation, t is important that development proposals
within the village anda | s o P e mdetting dlang its main approaches are considered. A
small part of the riverside area along the River Arrow falls wit hin the Conservation Area. An
extended length along its banks represents a locally important natural and wildlife area. A
Verdun Oak tree is a major feature just inside the eastern entrance to the village within its
main street

Previously a settlement boundary was defined for Pembridge based largely ondefining a
residential infill area. Development proposals will need to respect the historic character of
the Conservation Area.
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